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DX Operations 


Most of the listings in this column came from 
SM7AED’s notebook. 


Mongolia, JT1Y, JTOY: A group of Italian radio amateurs 
plans to operate HF-6m with emphasis on 12m and 6m from 2 
locations in Mongolia between April 19 and May 8. 


Indonesia, YC6JKV: and YB6LYS, YB6PLG, YB1BOD, 
and YC6LAY will be active from Nias Is. (OC-161) between 
April 20-27. They plan to operate for 5 days on 6, 10, 15, 
20,m and 40m. Details at http://www.toba-dx-group.org/nias/ 


Andaman Islands, VU4: A group of ten radio amateurs plan 
to operate 3-4 stations on 160-6m between April 18 and May 
25. See http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VU-CHAT. 


Mozambigue, C9: Frosty, KSLBU, and Tom, WW5L, plan 
to operate HF, 6m, and 2m EME from Bilene from June 29- 
July 13. They have room for more team members. If you’re 
interested, contact KSLBU at frosty1@pdq.net. See their web 
page at http://vww.tdxs.net/C9.html for more details. 


Malawi, 7Q7PF: Cato is listed as being active on various 
digital modes on 40 to 6m. 


Albania, ZA/IKOOKY: Emilio, a UN Peace-Keeper in Tirana 
(JN91wh) until August 2006 will be active evenings from 20Z 
to 23Z and weekends from 0630Z onwards in FSK441A. He 
is active on 6m and 2m MS. He says that Tirana is surround- 
ed by mountains, so VHF is very difficult. 


Italy, IB0/IQ2LB, EU-045: A group of radio amateurs from 
Italy plan to operate 160-2m from Ventotene Is. on April 22- 
24. 


Monaco: as of January 26 has 50-52 MHz assigned to the 
amateur service with 51.2-52.0 MHz secondary shared. Also 
assigned are 70.0-70.5 MHz secondary shared and 135.7- 
137.8 MHz. 


Denmark, OZ/DL2VFR: Ric plans to be active on HF-6m 
from Laeso Is. (J057)(EU-088) July 23-30 including the 
RSGB IOTA contest July 29-30. 


Svalbard, JW4GHA: Roger, LA4GHA, currently active as 
T98GHA until the end of November plans to operate 160-2m 
from Bear Island (EU-027) between December 1 and June 
2006. 


Jan Mayen, JX9NOA: is QRV, but indicates propagation is 
poor now. He plans to stay there until October 2006. 


Scotland, GM, EU-189: Terje, LA3OHA, is organizing a 
dxpedition to Rockall in 1037, June 16-28. 
http://www.dxpedition.org 


Spain, EH7AB/p: EH7AB is planning to activate a rare 
grid/locator IM96BW in Almeria in June. 


Bermuda, VP9/NOJK: Jon will on 50, 144, and 432 MHz 
from Bermuda for the 2006 ARRL June VHF QSO Party. 
Outside of the contest he will focus on working Europe. 


Alaska, KL7: Jimmy, W6JKV/5, decided that a warm spot 
with family was a better idea. See V4 below. 


Haiti, HH4/W3CMP: Chris plans to travel to Haiti June 17- 
28 for a 6 and perhaps 2m DXpedition. He will operate from 
St. Louis du Nord on the north coast (FK39). 


Puerto Rico, KP4/K3TRM: Frank will be on a family holidy 
in El Verde and plans activity on 80-6m from April 8-17. 


St. Kitts, V4/W6JKV: Jimmy plans to operate 6m with good 
equipment and antenna from June 21 until July 2 this summer. 


Aves Is., YX0A: Members of Radioamateurs of Venezuela 
and the Grupo DX Caracas have announced a 2006 DXpedi- 
tion to Aves Island. They hope to be on the air April 19 and 
to operate 160-6m through two weekends. 
http://www.yv0.info/ 


Argentina: A map showing the location of LU/LW stations 
on 50 MHz is at http:/Awww.lw3ewz.com.ar/mapa6/index.html 
It will run with Google Earth Software. 


Samoa, SWOTR a.o.: A group of radio amateurs from US 8th 
call district is planning to activate 3 stations on 160-6m and 
144/432 satellite from Upolu between July 25 and August 10. 
Favored 6m frequency is 50.115. 


Beacon News 


Argentina, LU4HH: is anew beacon in Cordoba, FF78UP, 
on 50.060. The power out is 1 Watt to an omnidirectional 
vertical 36m above ground. LW3EWZ. 


Argentina, LUIDMA:, in GFO5XI is now on 50.008 running 
10W. 


Australia, VK3RMV: is reported by VK3MC on March 29 to - 
be closed down. 


Greenland, OX3VHF: is reported by OZ1 DJJ on March 26 
to be back on the air on 50.045. 


California, K6FV: 50.069 is due for seasonal change to NE 
antenna from SW as soon as Es season starts. (Late April?) 
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Changes in the Geomagnetic Field 
between 1960 and 2006 


As I reported last month, the Earth’s north magnetic 
pole, and magnetic field pattern is moving towards Siberia. 
Larry Newitt of the Geological Survey of Canada hasn’t re- 
ported a new position for the north magnetic pole, but scien- 
tists have produced their latest field model based on satellite 
measurements. I downloaded IGRFOS5 (International Geo- 
magnetic Reference Field) last month and compared its predic- 
tions for 2006 with an old 1960 model. The models (updated 
every five years) are of degree and order 12. They describe 
only the long wavelength spatial magnetic fluctuations due to 
sources in Earth’s core. Not included are intermediate and 
short wavelength spatial fluctuations originating in Earth’s 
mantle and crust. Isolated angular errors due to these of up to 
several degrees may be expected. 

Why this is of interest to six meter DXers may be 
gathered from the first plot on the previous page. It shows the 
first half of great circle paths from 1) San Francisco to Lon- 
don, 2) Boston to Sapporo and 3) Miami to Sapporo. These 
paths are difficult on SO MHz, but path 1 was open by F2- 
layer in previous cycles. F2-layer critical frequencies general- 
ly decrease with latitude in the areas where the signals are 
inside the F-region for paths this far north. 

F2-layer critical frequencies are more closely aligned 
with magnetic field dip angles than latitude. Dip angles are 
shown in the second figure on the previous page. The solid 
lines are the predictions for 2006 and the dotted curved lines 
are the predictions for 1960. At 70° W Longitude, the 80° dip 
contour has moved about 5° N over 46 years. 

The figure on the top of this page shows the declination 
for 2006 (solid) and 1960 (dotted). The declination is the 
clockwise azimuthal angle that the compass needle points 
from true north. Changes of 5° in 46 years are evident over 
much of the map and increase as one approaches the location 
of the magnetic pole. 
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March 2006 DX Reports 


The following reports of 50 MHz DX propagation are 
courtesy of JA1IVOK, VE7SKA, WSUWB, W9JUV, K6QXY, 
G4UPS, and postings on the Internet. 

Listings obtained from the OH2AQ reflector include 
distances in kilometers. These are determined preferentially 
from the grids in the post, and otherwise from one or both of 
the prefixes of the calls. Note that the latter results in VERY 
rough approximations to the distances, especially for large 
countries and call areas. 

The first entry is mmddhhii, where mm is the month, dd 
is the day of the month, Ah is the hour UTC, and ii is the 
minutes after the hour. The year is understood to be 2006. 
Symbols just before the call of the reporting station include: 
V=Video Carrier, I=Inband video sidebands, F=FM audio, 
B=beacon, C=CW, D=Telemetry Data, J=Digital, typically 
JT6M or JT6S5A for EME, R=RTTY, S=SSB, W=mode not 
mentioned (or both CW & SSB), H=heard only. BSc = 
backscatter. 


Reports of Africa 


CANARY IS. 

03301553 EH8BPX 59 1365 50.110  CT1FMX 
GAMBIA 

03271557 C5Sé6W VY QSB 5081 50.100 DL3AMA 
SAO TOME 


CSP2T TiS 9StX 58974356 50.083 B CT1A0Z 


SIERRA LEONE 
03101444 9LVIDEO $3 QSB 4758 


Reports of Asia 


50.001 SV1DH 


JAPAN 


03080459 JR6EXN/.192 EME 10550 .031 J K1SG 
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